
STANDARD INTERROGATORIES 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF MARYLAND 

_____________________, 

Plaintiff 

v. 

______________________, 

Defendant 

* 

* 

* 

* Civil Action No.: 

* ________________________ 

* 

* * * * * * * * * * 

INTERROGATORIES 

Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 33, and L.R. 104, ________________________, by its undersigned 

attorneys, propounds these Interrogatories, to which ________________________ shall respond 

separately and fully, in writing and under oath, within the time prescribed by the Federal Rules of 

Civil Procedure, in accordance with the Instructions and Definitions set forth hereinafter. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

1. These instructions and definitions should be construed to require answers based upon the 

knowledge of, and information available to, the responding party as well as its agents, 

representatives, and, unless privileged, attorneys.  It is intended that the following discovery requests 

will not solicit any material protected either by the attorney/client privilege or work product doctrine 

which was created by, or developed by, counsel for the responding party after the date on which this 

litigation was commenced. If any inquiry is susceptible of a construction which calls for the 
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production of such material, that material need not be provided and no privilege log pursuant to Fed. 

R. Civ. P. 26(b)(5) or Discovery Guideline 9(a) will be required as to such material. 

2. These Interrogatories are continuing in character, so as to require that supplemental answers 

be filed seasonably if further or different information is obtained with respect to any interrogatory. 

3. Pursuant to Discovery Guideline 9(b), no part of an interrogatory should be left unanswered 

merely because an objection is interposed to another part of the interrogatory.  Pursuant to Discovery 

Guideline 9(a), if a partial or incomplete answer is provided, the responding party shall state that the 

answer is partial or incomplete. 

4. Pursuant to Discovery Guideline 9(c), in accordance with Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(b)(5), where a 

claim of privilege is asserted in objecting to any interrogatory or part thereof, and information is not 

provided on the basis of such assertion: 

A.	 In asserting the privilege, the responding party shall, in the objection to the interrogatory, 

or part thereof, identify with specificity the nature of the privilege (including work 

product) that is being claimed; 

B.	 The following information should be provided in the objection, if known or reasonably 

available, unless divulging such information would cause disclosure of the allegedly 

privileged information, 

(1) For oral communications: 

a.	 the name of the person making the communication and the names of persons 

present while the communication was made, and, where not apparent, the 

relationship of the persons present to the person making the communication; 

b. the date and place of the communication; and 
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c. the general subject matter of the communication. 

(2) For documents: 

a. the type of document, 

b. the general subject matter of the document, 

c. the date of the document, and 

d.	 such other information as is sufficient to identify the document, including, 

where appropriate, the author, addressee, custodian, and any other recipient 

of the document, and where not apparent, the relationship of the author, 

addressee, custodian, and any other recipient to each other. 

5. If the responding party elects to specify and produce business records in answer to any 

interrogatory, the specification shall be in sufficient detail to permit the interrogating party to locate 

and identify, as readily as the responding party can, the business records from which the answer may 

be ascertained. 

6. If, in answering these interrogatories, the responding party encounters any ambiguities when 

construing a question, instruction, or definition, the responding party's answer shall set forth the 

matter deemed ambiguous and the construction used in answering. 
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DEFINITIONS 

Notwithstanding any definition below, each word, term, or phrase used in these Interrogatories 

is intended to have the broadest meaning permitted under the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. 

1. Concerning: The term “concerning” means relating to, referring to, describing, evidencing, 

or constituting. 

2. Communication: The term “communication” means the transmittal of information by any 

means. 

3. Document: The terms "document" and "documents" are defined to be synonymous in 

meaning and equal in scope to the usage of the term “documents” in Fed. R. Civ. P. 34(a) and 

include(s) the term “writing”. Unless the producing party demonstrates undue burden or other 

grounds sufficient to meet the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(c), electronic mail is included 

within the definition of the term “document”.  The terms “writings”, “recordings”, and 

“photographs” are defined to be synonymous in meaning and equal in scope to the usage of those 

terms in Fed. R. Evid. 1001.  A draft or non-identical copy is a separate document within the 

meaning of the term “document”. 

4. Identify (with respect to persons): When referring to a person, to “identify” means to state 

the person’s full name, present or last known address, and, when referring to a natural person, 

additionally, the present or last known place of employment. If the business and home telephone 

numbers are known to the answering party, and if the person is not a party or present employee of 

a party, said telephone numbers shall be provided.  Once a person has been identified in accordance 
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with this subparagraph, only the name of the person need be listed in response to subsequent 

discovery requesting the identification of that person. 

5. Identify (with respect to documents): When referring to documents, to “identify” means to 

state the: (i) type of document; (ii) general subject matter; (iii) date of the document; and, (iv) 

author(s), addressee(s), and recipient(s) or, alternatively, to produce the document. 

6. Occurrence/Transaction: The terms "occurrence" and “transaction” mean the events 

described in the Complaint and other pleadings, as the word “pleadings” is defined in Fed. R. Civ. 

P. 7(a). 

7. Parties: The terms “plaintiff” and “defendant” (including, without limitation, third-party 

plaintiff, third-party defendant, counter claimant, cross-claimant, counter-defendant, and cross­

defendant), as well as a party’s full or abbreviated name or a pronoun referring to a party, mean that 

party and, where applicable, its officers, directors, and employees. This definition is not intended 

to impose a discovery obligation on any person who is not a party to the litigation or to limit the 

Court’s jurisdiction to enter any appropriate order. 

8. Person: The term “person” is defined as any natural person or any business, legal or 

governmental entity or association. 

9. You/Your: The terms “you” or “your” include the person(s) to whom these requests are 

addressed, and all of that person’s agents, representatives and attorneys. 

10.  The present tense includes the past and future tenses. The singular includes the plural, and 

the plural includes the singular. "All" means "any and all";  "any" means "any and all." "Including" 

means "including but not limited to."  "And" and "or" encompass both "and" and "or." Words in the 

masculine, feminine or neuter form shall include each of the other genders. 
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STANDARD INTERROGATORIES TO A PLAINTIFF 

STANDARD INTERROGATORY NO. 1:  Identify all persons who are likely to have personal 

knowledge of any fact alleged in the complaint, and state the subject matter of the personal 

knowledge possessed by each such person. 

STANDARD INTERROGATORY NO. 2:  Identify all persons who have a subrogation interest 

in any claim set forth in the complaint, and state the basis and extent of such interest. 

STANDARD INTERROGATORY NO. 3:  Itemize and show how you calculate any damages 

claimed by you in this action, whether economic, non-economic, punitive or other. 

STANDARD INTERROGATORIES TO A DEFENDANT 

STANDARD INTERROGATORY NO. 4:  If you contend that the Defendant is improperly 

identified, state Defendant’s correct identification. 

STANDARD INTERROGATORY NO. 5:  Identify any persons or entities whom Defendant 

contends are persons needed for just adjudication within the meaning of Fed. R. Civ. P. 19, but who 

have not been named by Plaintiff. 

STANDARD INTERROGATORY NO. 6:  Identify all persons who are likely to have personal 

knowledge of any fact alleged in the complaint or in your answer to the complaint, and state the 

subject matter of the personal knowledge possessed by each such person. 

STANDARD INTERROGATORY NO. 7:  If you have knowledge of any person carrying on 

an insurance business that might be liable to satisfy part or all of a judgment that might be entered 

in this action or to indemnify or reimburse the payments made to satisfy the judgment, identify that 

person and state the applicable policy limits of any insurance agreement under which the person 

might be liable. 
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STANDARD INTERROGATORIES TO ANY PARTY 

STANDARD INTERROGATORY NO. 8: For each witness identified by you in connection 

with the disclosures required by Fed. R. Civ. P. 26(a)(2)(A), provide a complete statement of the 

opinions to be expressed and basis and reasons therefor. 

STANDARD INTERROGATORY NO. 9:  For each witness you have retained or specially 

employed to provide expert testimony in this case, or employed by you whose duties regularly 

involve giving expert testimony and whom you expect to testify at trial, provide a complete 

statement of the opinions to be expressed and the basis and reasons therefor. 

STANDARD INTERROGATORY NO. 10:  State the facts concerning the matters alleged in 

[paragraph ____ of your Complaint] [paragraph ____ of your Answer to the Complaint] [your 

affirmative defense no. ___]. 

STANDARD INTERROGATORY NO. 11:  If you contend that __________, state the facts 

concerning such contention. 
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